An Taisce Report – IBAL Anti-Litter League, Round 1, 2021

Kilkenny: 6th out of 40 towns / cities surveyed. Cleaner than European Norms.

Kilkenny retains its perennial status as Cleaner than European Norms. As we have come to
expect, there were no heavily littered sites. Kilkenny Train Station (Exterior and Interior) wasn’t
just good with regard to litter but was very well presented and maintained – it is clearly a place
of great pride, based on the various plaques / awards hanging on the wall. Other top-ranking
sites of note included the River Bank, Parliament Street and Market Cross Shopping Centre. The
latter was particularly well presented and maintained with the opportunity for ‘separating’ waste,
attractive seating, planting and some welcoming features along the pedestrian entrance.

R712 Paulstown Approach Road: Grade A. This heavily trafficked route presented very well and
there were no visible litter issues. It created a positive first impression of the town and this high standard
was maintained for many of the remaining sites surveyed.
Site of ‘Tubs & Tiles’ on corner of R712: Grade B. There is no doubt that the overall presentation
of this environment has improved compared to a few years ago. The wooden planter boxes around the
edge looked well. The area over the low wall, which was heavily weeded within, harboured some food
related items. The blue overflowing litter bin is liable to produce more litter if not addressed.
Kilkenny Train Station – Exterior: Grade A. An exceptionally well presented and maintained train
station environment with all aspects in very good order. There was a complete absence of litter
throughout the area surveyed.
Kilkenny Train Station – Interior: Grade A. The interior of the station was gleaming and there is
clearly great pride in the station based on the various plaques / awards hanging on the wall. Seating,
bins, signage were in excellent condition.
Derelict building, beside Rothe House: Grade B. This white building, with three steps and a white
railing presents very poorly. While there was minimal litter in the immediate vicinity, it needs attention,
especially as some parts were likely to fall down.
Bring Centre (St. Canice’s car Park): Grade B. One of the bin units was in a bad condition, the base
of it was broken, the contents of which were falling out. Broken glass on the ground and other
miscellaneous litter items in the immediate vicinity of the facility also brought down the litter grade.
Market Cross Shopping Centre: Grade A. The pedestrian passage-way has been colourfully
adorned with an array of umbrellas above, almost sculpture like. Paving was fresh, shop fronts were in
very good condition, seating and planting were in good order. Patrons have the opportunity to ‘separate’
their waste with a substantial cigarette butt collection unit to the side. The overall impression was a
very positive one in terms of presentation and litter.
Parliament Street: Grade A. There was a virtual absence of litter along this busy shopping street. A
well presented and cared for town centre environment.
River Bank: Grade A. This lovely waterside environment was an exceptionally well presented and
maintained environment. Railings, grass, flowering arrangements were in very good condition – the
whole area was spotless throughout.
Waterford Approach Road: Grade A. All appeared in good order along this route. Road surface,
markings and signage were in very good condition.

