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Press Release 27 September 2007

Litter conference delegates hear that almost 50% of on-the-spot litter fines come to nothing
‘Green’ budget must include chewing gum levy, says IBAL Chairman
Irish Business Against Litter today highlighted the serious lack of on-the-spot litter fine enforcement. Dr Tom Cavanagh, Chairman of IBAL, who was speaking at the Street Cleansing Conference* in Dublin, revealed that nearly half ( 42% - 11,332) of the litter fines issued saw no outcome and were struck off. 

Figures from the Department of the Environment indicate that less than half (12, 521) of the litter fines issued in the latter half of 2006 were paid, which equates to only 1.5 litter fines issued per local authority per day. So while payment of fines is very low it is also notable that there are a very low number of fines issued per week. Of the 2,668 litter prosecutions only a small percentage (557) resulted in a conviction.

“Litter fine enforcement is just not happening in Ireland. This is a serious issue. With millions of pieces of litter dropped illegally per week In Ireland, and only 1.5 fines issued per day per local authority, this is a very small amount. In addition, many of those fines resulted in nothing more than a piece of paper sent to the polluter,” commented Dr Cavanagh.  “We need to seriously increase the number of fines issued and prosecutions in order for the on-the-spot fine system to have any effect. As it stands, it represents no threat to the public to deter them from littering, as there is a very high chance they will never be caught and even if they are, it is likely nothing will come of it. The same applies to  businesses who do not take responsibility for litter on or around their premises. Failure to adequately enforce the Litter Act means that there is more litter to be cleaned up.” 

IBAL also called on the Minster for the Environment to include a chewing gum levy among the anticipated ‘green’ provisions in the upcoming Budget. A levy of 20c on every pack would roughly equate to the annual cost of cleaning the chewing gum off the streets.

 “The greatest litter problem that faces this country is the vast amount of chewing gum that is spat onto the roads and pavements. It is filthy and near impossible to remove, even from the inside of a litterbin. Local authorities are spending vast sums on new pavements which are subsequently ruined with chewing gum stuck everywhere. It has long been our contention that the cost of removing chewing gum is an undue burden on the taxpayer. We know that it costs many millions annually to remove chewing gum from the streets of our capital”.

“Chewing gum stuck to the ground is a filthy sight and the only measure that will have any effect is to introduce a chewing gum levy to ensure that the local authorities have the money to remove the gum from the streets. That  the polluter pays for the removal of the gum from the streets - the manufacturers and the chewing gum consumers – is consistent with policy across Europe. The levy would not, of course, apply to the recently developed non-stick gum,” added Dr Cavanagh. 

“Stopping litter going down in the first place is of course the best way to reduce the overall problem. That’s the rationale behind the current awareness campaign. But we remain unconvinced that these campaigns actually change behaviour – I cannot think of a single social ill that has been remedied in any shape or form through such campaigns. They are at best a complement to enforcement. And litter enforcement, as we have established, is just not happening.” 

Dr Cavanagh finished his speech by indicating that it’s not merely a question of local authorities throwing money at the litter problem in Ireland, it was down to application and organisation. “Application means a commitment from the top down within the local authority to get to grips with litter. Organisation means handing responsibility for litter tasks to named individuals within the authority, who are then spurred by this sense of empowerment and ownership.  And it means enforcement against the polluter, both individuals and businesses.”

-End-

Please contact Claire O’Grady, Cullen Communications, 01 6689099/ 087 7819375 or email cogrady@cullencommunications.ie
Editors Note: 

*The Street Cleansing Conference was held by the Irish Centre of the Chartered Institution of Wastes Management in the Gresham Hotel in Dublin.

